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its conclusion at 1.15 P. M., or during three hours and forty minutes in-
terval of its continuance, was the Oregon ahead of the Brooklyn, which
took and maintained throughout the first place in the battle line of that
day.

7.  The sketches on pages 532 and 533, furnished by the Indiana, are
inaccurate.   The positions of vessels are wrongly plotted at the beginning.
The track and position of my flagship, the Brooklyn, are unauthorized
and incorrect.

8.  On page 547, ninth line from the bottom, Lieutenant Usher states
that Viscaya, was seen to strike to the Iowa.   This is not a fact, as she
hauled down her flag, put her helm to port, and started for the beach at
Asseraderos, on fire fore and aft, at 10.56 A. M., at which moment she
was about one half a point forward the Brooklyn's starboard beam.    The
Oregon was at this moment on the starboard quarter of the Brooklyn,
about 500 yards away, the Texas being next to the Oregon but too distant
from the Brooklyn to read a wigwag signal to look out for the Viscaya.
The Iowa was considerably in the rear of the Te&as and to the eastward,
the "Vixen being astern, distant possibly three or four miles from the
Brooklyn.

9.  A number of extracts from log-books and signal records have been
incorporated in the Appendix.   I would respectfully suggest, in the inter-
est of historical accuracy, that further and fuller use should be made of
the logs.    The publication of the full text for the day of these vessels
taking part in the engagement of July 3, 1898, could not fail to add to
the value of the Appendix and might dispel some of the illusions founded
on hearsay or misapprehension.

10.  Perhaps, though hardly within the scope of the order, but perti-
nent from the fact that reference is made to it in the Brooklyn's log-book,
is The Century Magazine article of Rear Admiral Sampson's, which states,
on page 900, that "During this period it had been the custom of our ves-
sels to retire from the coast at night for a distance of twenty-five miles."
The period feere referred to being from May 26th to June 1, 1898, and the
vessels those of the Flying Squadron.    This statement appears from the
context to have been based upon an inspection  of the log-book of the
Brooklyn.   I am so sure of my memory that I can not believe the log-book
of the Brooklyn bears out an assertion which is not a fact.*   So much has
been written from the flimsiest information that I am convinced that only
a full publication of all authentic matter can clear up this subject.

11.  Further, referring to Rear Admiral Sampson's remarks concern-
ing the closeness of the Flying Squadron's blockade, a perusal of the log-
books of the vessels there would show that the blockade  was  closely
maintained by the heavier vessels in battle formation,  cruising slowly
before the port, with the two lighter vessels on the flanks a little further
inshore, thus closing the approaches completely.    No vessel passed this

* The log-book of the Brooklyn shows no entry upon which the state-
ment made could be based.dropped rapidly astern. She apparently was headed for the shore
